
 



 

A Short History
Sep 2000: Initial planning meeting at ESRI, Redlands. 

Feb 2001:  Official launch of UNEP.Net at GC.21. 

End 2001:  Management structure  put in place

Jan 2002:  UNEP.Net project plan – first draft 

End 2002:  Evaluation of first phase of UNEP.Net carried out.  

2003/ 2004: Collaboration was initiated with FAO, in particular the to 
enhance geonetwork to better serve the needs of UNEP.Net

2004/2005: First user needs survey conducted by GRID-Arendal. 

Sep 2005: UNEP.Net meeting – new approach to institutionalizing a 
discovery tool

Feb 2006: UNEP.Net is renamed ecoMundus and marks a new 
phase of implementation

 



 

What is ecoMundus ?

• ecoMundus is a strongly collaborative 
initiative, catalyzed by the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) to 
improve access to and dissemination of 
environmental information and data. 

 



 

How will it do this ?

• Portal services of geonetwork open source
• Metadata management functions of 

geonetwork open source
• Identification of reliable and trusted 

partners 

 



 

Geonetwork portal services 

• portal.search
• portal.category
• portal.featured
• portal.latestupdated

• portal.present

 



 
 

portal.search
http://HOST:PORT/geonetwork/srv/en/portal.search?any=water 

management

- <response>
- <summary count="72" type="local">

- <keywords>
<keyword count="13" name="water resources management" /> 
<keyword count="12" name="water scarcity" /> 
<keyword count="7" name="water management" /> 
<keyword count="6" name="waste management" /> 

</keywords>
- <categories>

<category count="1" name="interactive tools" /> 
<category count="7" name="maps" /> 
<category count="51" name="publications" /> 

</categories>
</summary>
</response>

 



 
 

portal.present
http://HOST:PORT/geonetwork/srv/en/portal.present?from

=1&to=1

- <metadata xmlns:dc="http://purl.org/dc/elements/1.1/">
<title>Integrated Water Resources Management [IWRM]: TAC [Technical 
Advisory Committee ] Background Papers No. 4</title>
<abstract>This paper defines the concept of IWRM and discusses 

strategies for implementing it. The principles of IWRM include using 
a participatory approach that includes users, planners and policy-

makers and that recognizes the unique role of women in water 
management. Specific roles for governments and institutions are 
discussed. Management tools for assessment and water conflict 
resolution are included. Purpose: This report is intended for use by 
professionals and decision-makers in the field of water resource 
management.</abstract>

<format>PDF</format>
<link>http://www.gwpforum.org/gwp/library/Tacno4.pdf</link>

</metadata>
</response>

 



 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



implementation

 
 



CGIAR Example
CGIAR

 
 



UNEP-geodata portal example

GEO Data Portal

 
 



Critical capabilities for geonetwork
2+

• Harvest from:
– Remote locations via http (e.g. http://fao.org/xml/)
– Non-Geonetwork installations 

• Create of other metadata structures (e.g. RSS)
• Transform one metadata type to another (e.g. 

FGDC->RSS)
• Publishing installation able to set harvesting 

policy
• Full implementation of Catalogue Services 

spec.
 

 



Thank You

 


